
Rising 6th Grade Parents - Frequently Asked Questions 

Welcome Future Mavericks! 

  
 

School Day 

1. What are the school hours?   

- 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

2. What time are students expected at school?   

- Students can be dropped off at 8:35 a.m.  The morning bell rings at 8:50 and 

students are expected to be in class by 9:00 a.m. 

 

3. Do students go straight to class?   

- Students will sit in the cafeteria from 8:35 until the 8:50 bell. 

 

 

Cafeteria/Lunch 

1. How many lunch lines are there?  
- There are 3 lunch lines – BAR EXPRESS, FAST BREAK, and MOMMA’S 

KITCHEN. 
 

2. How much is lunch?  
- Average lunch cost is $2.75  

     
3. How much is breakfast?        

- Average breakfast is $1.40 
 

4. How do students pay for lunch?  
- You can bring a check to deposit into your lunch account or you can pay cash.  

Your parents can also fill out an application for free or reduced lunch. 
Applications for free or reduced lunch can be found on the Cabarrus County 
School webpage. 

 
5. What if students forget lunch money?  

- You can charge up to $8.00 for lunch, that allows a grace period to get your 
account up to date.  

 

 

 

 

 



Lockers/locks 

1. Will students be able to pick their locker? 

- No, students will be assigned a locker by their homeroom teacher. 

 

2. How many lockers will my student have? 

- Your student will have a locker in the 6th grade hall and they will also use a 

locker in the PE locker room when they have PE.  We suggest purchasing two 

locks over the summer -- one for their 6th grade locker and one for their PE 

locker.   

 

3. What type of locker should my student have? 

- We recommend either number locks or letter locks.  Locks with keys are not 

recommended because the key is easily lost.  

 

4. What if my student forgets their lock combination? 

- Homeroom teachers will have a master list of all student lock combinations just in 

case a student forgets!  

 

 

Homework 

1. What are the expectations for homework? 

- Homework will vary by team and teacher but typically there is math homework 

and 30 minutes of reading each night.  

 

- Each teacher/team will communicate their expectations for homework in their 

class syllabus that students will receive on the first day of school. 

 

 

AIG/ALPS/AMPS 

1. Do we offer honors or advanced level classes in middle school? 

- Yes, students identified AIG in Reading are eligible for ALPS -- an advanced 

class for ELA. 

 

- Yes, students identified AIG in Math are eligible for AMPS -- an advanced class 

for Math. 

 

 

Club/Activities/Sports 

1. Can 6th graders play sports? 

- North Carolina state law prohibits 6th graders from playing sports but there are a 

variety of clubs and activities that 6th graders can participate in.  

 

- Some clubs meet before school and some meet after school. 

 



- Click on the Programs tab on the HiRMS web page for a complete list of clubs for 

the current school year. 

 

- 6th graders are encouraged to support our athletic program by coming to the 

games and cheering on their fellow Mavericks!  

 

 

Dress Code 

1. Do we have a dress code at Hickory Ridge Middle? 

- Yes!  Our dress code is very similar to the elementary school dress code. 

 

- All students will receive a student handbook and one will be posted online as well 

that outlines our school dress code.  

 

- Although it has not been updated for the 2020-2021 school year yet, you can 

view our current handbook/dress code here: 

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/5120 

 

 

Summer Camps 

1. Are rising 6th grade students able to participate in camps at Hickory Ridge 

Middle? 

- Absolutely!  There is a comprehensive list of all camps available on our school 

website: https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/hickoryridge along with information 

about dates/times/payment. 

 

 

Cell Phones 

1. Are cell phones allowed in middle school? 

- Yes, students are allowed to bring their cell phone to school.  HOWEVER, all cell 

phones MUST be turned off once students enter the school. 

 

- Students must put their cell phones in their bookbag and lock their bookbag in 

their locker for the entire school day.   

 

- If a cell phone is seen or heard, the phone will be taken by a staff member and 

turned into the front office for a parent/guardian to pick up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/5120
https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/hickoryridge


Behavior/Discipline 

1. How is behavior/discipline addressed at the middle school level? 

- Expectations for behavior will be explained by administration and teachers 

numerous times throughout the school year.  There will also be a list of 

expectations in each student’s agenda and the student handbook.   

 

- Disciplinary measures will depend on the infraction. 

 

 

Student Services Department 

1.  How do I contact my child’s counselor?   

- Counselors are assigned by grade level so your child will have the same 

counselor for all 3 years of middle school.  You can contact your child’s school 

counselor by phone or by email.  See the attached link to the student services 

department:  https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/971 

 

 

Buses 

1. How does my student register for a bus? 

- The process to sign-up for transportation in middle school is the same as 

elementary school.  Students will receive a bus form from their elementary school 

and this form MUST be turned in before students leave for the school year in 

order to guarantee bus service for the first day of school. 

 

- If a bus form is not returned, students will have to wait up to 10 days after the first 

day of school to receive a bus route.   

 

 

Attendance 

1. What do I do if my child is absent? 

- Please click the attached link for attendance information:  

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/5501 

 

 

Organization 

1.  What is the best way to help my student stay organized? 

- Encourage him/her to use their agenda to write down daily assignments then 

check their agenda daily. 

 

- Help them clean out their binders/backpacks weekly. 

 

- Encourage them to clean out their lockers once a month 

 

 

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/971
https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/5501


Mav Time 

1. What is MAV Time? 

- MAV Time is a block of time at the end of each school day (3:30-4:00) where 

students receive academic interventions, additional assistance on core content, 

enrichment, classwork/homework assistance, etc.   

 

- Students will report to a specific class period each day (ex. Monday-1st period, 

Tuesday-2nd period, etc.) 

 

 

Parent Conferences 

1. How do you schedule parent conferences? 

- The best way to schedule a parent conference is to reach out to your student’s 

homeroom teacher to schedule a conference with the team. 

 

- In middle school, we meet with parents as a team (all 4 core teachers) in order to 

best address each student’s academic strengths and areas of need. 

 

- Conferences are scheduled based on parent and teacher requests. 

 

 

Communication 

1.  What is the best way to communicate with the school? 

**https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/hickoryridge** 

 

- Email is probably the quickest way to communicate with your child’s teachers.  

You can also call your child’s teacher and leave a message if they are not 

available.  They will typically call you back within 24 hours. 

 

- Be sure to check their web pages often for updates and helpful information as 

well as the school web page to keep abreast of important announcements 

 

- The Student Support Services web page has many helpful resources as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Disclaimer:  This information may not be true for all CCS middle schools, but reflects 

expectations and policies at Hickory RIdge MIddle.  This information is all based on the 

current school year (2019-2020) and is subject to change for the 2020-2021 school year. 

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/hickoryridge

